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mockery on all the Continental Powers, and to the King
of Prussia they brought in addition a severe personal and
political mortification. Frederick William was too proud
and too honourable to take part in the secret despatch of
arms and money. But only the more earnestly did he
desire the open intervention of the whole of Europe 011
behalf of the threatened Federal right of the Confederation.
Swiss Radicalism, which at bottom was very little attracted
towards the projects of the cosmopolitan propaganda,
seemed to him like a disastrous hotbed of European anarchy.
As early as the summer of 1846 he wrote to London : ' It
is absolutely necessary that Prussia, for the sake of Neuchatel,
should preserve the canton's sovereignty intact, in accordance
with existing agreements/ When, therefore, the double-
tongued policy of England was revealed, he cried out bitterly
that Great Britain had abandoned Prussia, her best and
most powerful ally ; and Canitz complained : ' The guiding
principle of the British Cabinet is partly a passionate hatred
against Guizot and Metternich, partly a deep-seated interest
in every struggle against the existing order, under the
pretext of progress ; its firm is bankrupt of legitimacy/
Wonderful how this ingenious king slapped [his own face.
In Vienna and Frankfort he honourably represented the
reform of the German Bund, and in Switzerland he fought
passionately against political ideas which after all were
directed towards the same end. How often had his father
valiantly resisted every attempt at interference by the
western Powers in German Federal politics ; although the
chief article in the constitution of the German Confederation
also figured in the Act of the Vienna Congress. Now
his son was desiring that the Great Powers should join
together to fight for the unrestricted sovereignty of Uri,
Schwyz, and Unterwalden ! Even General Gerlach, who
already considered the Germano-maniac plans of Federal
reform of his royal master much too bold, could not repress
the obvious question : * With what show of reason can we
keep the western Powers from interfering in German Federal